
SPECSINTACT Interagency Configuration, 
Control and Coordinating (SI-CCCB) Meeting Minutes 

 
July 22-23, 2003 
Washington, D.C, 
  
Attendees:  
Miguel A. Morales, NASA 
Bill Brodt, NASA (Washington) 
Rick Dahnke, USACE (Washington) 
Michael Stovall, USACE (Huntsville) 
Steven P. Freitas, USACE (Sacramento) 
Jim Quinn, USACE (Huntsville) 
Carl Kersten, NAVFAC (Norfolk) 
Ed Gallaher, NAVFAC (Norfolk) 
Jim Quinn, USACE (Huntsville) 
Rick Knutson, InDyne 
Pat Robinson, InDyne 
Jim Whitehead, InDyne 
 
Introduction/Action Items/NASA Transition to UFGS -Miguel Morales, NASA 
 
• Welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
• Introduced Rick Knutson, the new IT Manager for InDyne, Inc., subcontractor 

to Space Gateway Services (SGS), which is the contractor responsible for 
SpecsIntact development.  Also introduced Michael Stovall, the Chief of Cost 
Engineering Division for the Army Corp of Engineers in Huntsville, Alabama    

 
• Presented an overview of the marketing efforts the SpecsIntact Team has 

accomplished in the last three months.   
 Pat Robinson and Cheryl Fitz-Simon attended the DOD Infrastructure 

Conference and NASA Facilities conference.  
o Designed a SpecsIntact poster for version 4.0.  
o Distributed brochures on the new features of SpecsIntact 4.0. 
o Distributed compact discs containing the software and UFGS 

Master text. 
 Pat Robinson attended the NASA Configuration Control and Coordinating 

Board (NS-CCCB) meeting. 
o Distributed brochures on the new features of SpecsIntact 4.0. 
o Distributed compact discs containing the software and NASA 

Master text. 
 
• New SpecsIntact overview brochure was handed out to the SI-CCCB meeting 

participants. 
 

Attachments & Bookmarks
In order to view the Bookmarks, select the Bookmark icon in the Navigation pane located to the left of the document.To see the file Attachments in order by Subject, from the Attachments Pane, click on the Description Column until the numbers are in sequence of 1 - 4.



• Discussed SpecsIntact software milestones of past six months. SpecsIntact 
version 4.0 released with: 
 Reference Wizard and automatic Reference Article updating 
 New MS Word output 
 Significant improvements to reports 
 Numerous software change requests and enhancements completed 

 
• Presented transition plan for NASA to join Unified Facilities Guide 

Specifications (UFGS). 
 NASA has agreed to transition to UFGS. 
 Requested a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) be written for NASA, 

Army, Navy, Air Force, and Veterans Administration (VA). 
 
• After MOU is signed, NASA will move the entire database to UFGS. 
  

Action:  Miguel Morales requested Bill Brodt to develop a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for NASA to join UFGS.  He 
will coordinate and obtain the appropriate signatures. 

 
Action: Carl Kersten will provide Bill Brodt a copy of MIL-STD-3007B, 
“Department Of Defense Standard Practice Standard Practice For 
Unified Facilities Criteria And Unified Facilities Guide Specifications” 
and their charter to help draft the MOU. 
 
Action:  Prior to NASA joining the UFGS, Mr. Quinn will add the 
unique NASA reference standards to the UMRL. 

 
Status of VA Joining UFGS – Bill Brodt, NASA and Carl Kersten, NAVFAC 
 
• Carl Kersten provided the following highlights: 

 Veterans Administration (VA) is in the process of identifying the 
specifications to incorporate into the UFGS database.  
 The unique VA specifications will be converted to SpecsIntact format. 
 VA requires a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) before joining 

UFGS. 
 Plan for VA to transition in three-years to UFGS. 

 
• Bill Brodt provided the following highlights: 

 The budget to convert the unique VA specifications was approved. 
 Working on an effort with an outside contractor for unique VA 

specifications to be converted into SpecsIntact format. 
 VA will not provide additional funding for the SpecsIntact Project. 

o VA will be encouraged to submit change requests and participate at 
the SI-CCCB meetings.   

o VA will not be a voting member at the SI-CCCB meetings. 
 



UFGS Working Group Meetings – Ed Gallaher, NAVFAC  and Carl Kersten, 
NAVFAC 
 
• Ed Gallaher provided the following highlights: 

 June 18, 2003, meeting the main topic was to discuss the problems with 
the unified 01300 SUBMITTAL PROCEDURES section. 
 Army and Navy construction personnel were participants at the meeting.   
 The goal of the meeting was to remove all tailoring options from section 

01300. 
 The completed rewrite of section 01300 will be distributed on the October 

Construction Criteria Base (CCB) disc. 
 Established standard submittal notes and standard paragraphs for section 

01300 and all of the UFGS sections. 
 It was agreed that all of the unified sections would specify the submittal 

item in the body of the text if the submittal was specified in the submittal 
article.  
 Existing sections that are not unified and that do not currently specify the 

submittal outside the submittal article will not be corrected, unless those 
sections are subsequently unified. 
 Unified Facilities Criteria Document was updated to reflect actions agreed 

upon at the meetings.  
 
Object Modeling/CAD/GIS – Bill Brodt, NASA 
 
• Bill stated that his vision is to have electronic data set handed over to the 

owner that contains specifications, drawings, and warranty information, etc.  
This would be a Maintenance Management System.  The system would have 
a searchable database to maintain the building for a lifetime. 

 
• Presented an overview of CADD/GIS center located in Vicksburg, Mississippi.  

The CADD/GIS Technology Center for Facilities, Infrastructure, and 
Environment (formerly the Tri-Service CADD/GIS Technology Center).  The 
center sets standards, promotes system integration, and maintenance of 
CADD/GIS systems. 

 
• The Common Object Strategy is a plan to evolve CADD and GIS standards 

information into an environment.  Entity relational databases will begin to 
record the relationships of different but related categories of information.  
Objects will be organized into classes and objects with functions instead of 
just recorded data. 

 
• Stated that the National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) is the pipeline 

into congress. 
 
• Stated the Federal Agencies use NIBS to work with the Federal Government 

and Industry. 



 
• Future links should be added for SpecsIntact and UFGS database. 
 
Whole Building Design Guide (WBDG) - Bambi Tran, NIBS 
 
• Presented a demo of the WBDG.  
 
• The WBDG provides the government and industry information a wide range of 

building-related guidance, criteria and technology from a whole building 
perspective. 

 
• Organized into two major categories - Design Guidance and Project 

Management. 
 Building Types - contains information organized by the type of building or 

use 
 Design Objectives - contains information organized by the specific design 

goal 
 Products & Systems - contains information organized by CSI 

MasterFormat™ or UniFormat™ 
 Multiple links between various sections allows easy access all relevant 

online information related to a topic, including design tools, federal 
mandates, and government and non-government standards. 
 In-depth technical summaries, called Resource Pages, written by industry 

experts. 
 

• In the future, access information on specific products and systems by 
selecting sections based on CSI MasterFormat™ Division or ASTM 
UNIFORMAT II Major Group Element from the menu. 

 
• The National Institute of Building Sciences makes the web site available. 
 
UFGS Database Issues – Pat Robinson, InDyne 
 
• Presented presentation prepared by Cheryl Fitz-Simon, InDyne, Inc. 
 
• Goal to provide a quality product to our user community. 
 
• Reported on UFGS Report issues on CCB discs 60 and 61. 
 
• Displayed examples of the problems in the UFGS database and the Unified 

Master Reference List (UMRL). 
 
•  Results of not distributing a quality database to the users. 

 Frustrated Users. 
 Specifications require continual updating for each project. 
 Costly for both Government and Architectural Engineering Firms. 



 Requires technical support assistance. 
 
• 194 technical support calls resulted because of the UFGS database issues. 
 

Action:  By September 2003, all of the UFGS Sections will be updated 
to reflect the same reference standards contained in the UMRL. 

 
UFGS Database Maintenance Proposal – Rick Knutson, InDyne 
 
• Rick reviewed the cost estimate provided by SGS to maintain the UFGS 

database. 
 
• Board members felt there was a misunderstanding of the tasks required to 

perform the quality assurance on the UFGS database. 
 
• The scope of requirements has changed since Mr. Quinn put together the first 

proposal to perform Quality Assurance on the UFGS database. 
 
• Miguel stated we need to validate the scope and level of effort required to 

perform Quality Assurance on the UFGS database. 
 
• In fiscal year 2005 each agency will increase its SpecsIntact budget by five 

percent (5%) to cover the additional work of coordinating UFGS maintenance 
and performing quality assurance on the UFGS database. 

 
Action:  Miguel Morales will submit a Contract Change Request 
(CCR) for Fiscal Year 2005, for InDyne to perform the quality 
assurance and distribution of the UFGS database to the National 
Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS). 

 



SI Accomplishments – Pat Robinson, InDyne 
 
• Reported software releases on the SpecsIntact Website, Construction Criteria 

Base disc, and master text. 
 
• Demonstrated the new installation illustrating the new features for SpecsIntact 

4.0. 
 
• Reported on recent enhancements incorporated into the final SpecsIntact 

version 4.0 release, and several enhancements about to be released, 
including: 
 New Reference Wizard enhancements as directed at the November, 2002 

SI CCCB meeting, including automated Reference Article updating 
 Editor redo command 
 Significant improvements to reports and report hyperlinking to Sections 
 New Microsoft Word output capability with renumbered paragraphs and 

headers and footers 
 New print option to keep paragraph titles together with the paragraph text 
 Job and Master settings for units of measurement and display options 

 
• Reported highly positive customer feedback for both the software and 

technical support assistance. 
 
• Reported on new help tools. 

 SI Help converted to browser-base. 
 Quick Tours redesigned for 4.0 release. 
 Future action learning tools – the first will cover tags. 
 Printed guides are being redesigned. 

 
• Reported on web site statistics since November meeting. 

 26,494 hits to the home page. 
 645 software downloads of v4.0.530. 
 1,730 software downloads of v4.0.548. 

 
BSD White Paper/SI and SpecLink Summary Comparison – Jim Whitehead, 
InDyne 
 
• Briefly compared the BSD SpecLink and SpecsIntact software, and 

distributed a summary comparison of these two applications.  Pointed out 
that: 
 The federal government owns the SpecsIntact software, and can continue 

to use it indefinitely. 
 The SpecLink software license would have to be purchased annually, or 

the software would stop working. 
 SpecsIntact uses an open, non-proprietary SGML/XML data format, which 

is becoming the standard for document portability and data reuse.   



 The SpecsIntact master text has substantial engineering intelligence built 
into the documents via the SGML/XML tagging. This intelligence can 
enable and facilitate links to other applications, such as CAD and Cost 
Estimating systems.  
 Abandoning this open SGML/XML data format for the a proprietary data 

format would limit the opportunities to link the UFGS and NASA Master 
text with other applications, and would effectively give the owner of the 
proprietary data format complete control of any such development. 
 The SpecsIntact document intelligence also makes these documents easy 

to convert into other formats, including proprietary formats, such as the 
SpecLink data format.  Converting back out of such proprietary formats 
would be much more difficult, and probably could not be completed 
without the express authorization of the owners of these proprietary 
formats. 

 
• Bill Brodt stated Rob Dean had contacted personnel with Army, Navy, and 

NASA to market BSD (SpecLink) to the Federal Government. 
 

Action:  Bill Brodt will contact Rob Dean and inform him that the SI-
CCCB members are satisfied with the SpecsIntact software, and do 
not wish to enter into a contractual relationship with BSD, Inc. for 
software development.  Bill Brodt will encourage BSD, Inc. to use the 
UFGS database as a resource for the SpecLink software. 

 
Alternate Paragraph Numbering – Jim Whitehead, InDyne 
 
• Discussed two related but distinct goals: 

 Goal 1: Providing automated renumbering of itemized paragraphs 
(proposed CR) 
 Goal 2: Allowing alternative paragraph numbering formats to promote 

wider and more flexible SpecsIntact use (approved CR) 
 
• Presented and discussed two alternatives for implementing each of these 

goals: 
 Goal 1 implementation options: 
o Renumbering existing ITM and LST tags 
o Providing new nested, numbered item tags that would automatically 

renumber 
 Goal 2 implementation options: 
o Using the existing PRT and SPT tags with the existing, numeric 

subpart numbers embedded in the titles. 
o Providing new paragraph tags that would automatically generate 

subpart numbers, more easily allowing alternate paragraph numbering 
formats 

 



• For each goal, using the existing tags would present substantial obstacles, 
could not be accomplished in an efficient manner, and would not produce 
correct results in all cases due to inconsistent markup. 

 
• Recommended: 

 Creating new nested renumberable item tags 
 Investigating whether numbered paragraph tags can serve double duty for 

numbered items and numbered paragraphs 
 Creating new numbered paragraph tags 

 
Action:  A teleconference will be scheduled to discuss the options, 
decide whether to implement the proposed CR, and which option(s) 
to use when implementing these changes. 
 

Extensible Markup Language (XML) – Jim Whitehead, InDyne 
 
• Stated that achieving XML compliance was not highly prioritized at past 

meetings. 
• Stated that XML compliance would provide all benefits previously discussed, 

as well as some not yet mentioned.  The benefits would include: 
 Facilitating the conversion of the VA Specs into SpecsIntact format 
 Possibly enabling the use of the UFGS Master by the General Services 

Administration (GSA) by aiding in the conversion of the GSA specs 
 Promoting application tie-ins to CAD and cost accounting applications 
 Permitting the creation of SpecsIntact Sections by other applications 
 Facilitating web publishing of SpecsIntact Sections 
 Simplifying the editing of SpecsIntact Sections with third party XML 

applications 
 
• Recommended three-phase development effort for SpecsIntact XML 

compliance: 
 First phase:  develop and publish a schema to define valid XML 

document markup. 
 Second phase:  generate and use well formed and valid XML 

documents 
 Third phase:  develop and publish a style sheet 

 
Review Change Requests – Pat Robinson, InDyne, and Jim Whitehead, InDyne 
 
A total of 27 change requests were reviewed. Below is a summary of the results 
of the change requests reviewed: 
Accepted - 7 
Withdrawn - 6 
Rejected - 7 
Deferred – 7 
 



Wrap-Up 
 

Action:  The SpecsIntact Team will make recommendations for 
prioritizing development work, and will schedule a teleconference for 
the board to review these recommendations and provide direction to 
the SpecsIntact Team. 

 
The next meeting will be held at Kennedy Space Center November 18-19, 2003. 
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFICATION TO PROPERITIES 
SCHEDULE TAB - REVIEW STATUS


Recommend changing the Percentage field from a radio 
button selection to one that can be filled in by the user.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


CHERYL FITZ-SIMON


03-001


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Start out at level (blank) instead of A, do not supply a default value, and check for any blank levels when saving.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


OTHER DOCUMENTS AND 
ATTACHMENTS


Provide the capability to print the entire specification 
solicitation document, including PDF forms, frontend 
clauses produced by PD2, attachments, and other linked 
documents. 


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


STEVEN FREITAS


03-002


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


The primary requirement for this request is to handle additional, non SpecsIntact documents in SI.  Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


SECTION REFERENCE WIZARD Provide a drop-down list of all the Sections (with 
Section Titles) in the current Job, or in any available 
Master (similar to the Reference Wizard interface). Also 
add capability to automatically pull a referenced Section 
into the Job 


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


NEIL ANDERSON


03-003


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


This would encourage users to reference other sections not already referenced in the master.Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


ARCHIVING JOBS Add functionality to the Backup Feature to archive jobs 
by year to a CD-ROM.  Also, would like the ability for 
SpecsIntact to recognize these jobs.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


TERRY VITT


03-004


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


SpecsIntact has already implemented an option to archive and zip up the job, to move to various locations.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


WATERMARKS FOR PDF FILES Automate the capability to add Watermarks when 
publishing PDF files.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


NEIL ANDERSON


03-005


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


Adobe 6.0 already has the capability of adding watermarks to PDF documents, if not available board recommends using header and footer to print Draft or 
Preliminary.


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


COMPARE FILES Add to the SpecsIntact Editor the capability to compare 
different version of a section(s), similar to the compare 
documents feature in Word.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


NYDIA AVALOS


03-006


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


P-NAVY DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


There is a current work around- compare the PDF files in version 5.0 or 6.0 or Adobe.Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


DLL AND OCX VERSION FACILITATOR Automatically generate a list of DLLs, OCXs, and other 
files, including the version.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


KEN TICHY


03-007


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


P-NASA ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Recommended researching for a third party software that do this before writing our own.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


ENHANCEMENT TO VIEWING 
SPECSINTACT SECTIONS WITH TAGS


Limit word wrap area to visible part of the screen


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


RICHARD KELLEY


03-008


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


NEW INDENTATION TAGS FOR THE SI 
EDITOR


Add the ability to use tabs to indent within the "Item" tag 
or create new tags that would allow additional options 
for indenting.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


SUSIE CAMPBELL


03-009


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


NASA DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


Deferred for further investigation.  Need to contact Susie for more information - for example does she want to indent the entire paragraph or the margins or just 
the first line, if this is the case we already provide the ability to adjust the indentation.


Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFICATION/ENHANCEMENT TO 
THE PROJECT TABLE OF CONTENTS


Print a Project Table of Contents with a choice of 
sections


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


RICH MILLER


03-010


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


P-ARMY REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


The board recommended to backup and archive the job, then delete sections, and then print the job.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


EHANCEMENT FOR USE OF TAILORING 
OPTIONS


Modify the Tailoring Options to use Revisions


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


TERRY VITT


03-011


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


AUTOMATIC SOFTWARE UPDATES Provide the capability to add section(s) into a 
Job/Master straight from a website.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


MICHAEL GILE


03-012


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


P-NASA WITHDRAWN


SI Recommendation 


Withdrawn due to complexity of different masters, NAVFAC cannot use software updates due to DOD requirements.Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


SPECSINTACT AND USER PERMISSIONS Allow more restrictions/permissions capability in the 
software.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


KARENA SAMUEL


03-013


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


This can be handled through the server software, with initiating permissions through group or individual levels.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MULTIPLE BACKUPS Add the ability to back-up multiple jobs/masters at once.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


BRYAN SCHWARTZ


03-014


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


OTHER REJECTED


SI Recommendation 


Backup/ restore manage can easily backup the individual jobs, this can be done on each job.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFICATION SPECSINTACT 
STARTUP


Modify the software execution not to require a default 
printer.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


CHERYL FITZ-SIMON


03-015


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


SUBMITTAL REGISTER XXXX4288.TXT 
FILE


Change the UFGS submittal register filename to 
"UFGS4288.txt".


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


CHERYL FITZ-SIMON


03-016


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Suggested name subreg.txtBoard Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


LIST OF PROJECTS & WORKING 
DIRECTORIES


Create a function that will print a list of all the connected 
Jobs along with their Working Directory Paths.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


DOUG LARSEN


03-017


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


Research how many customers would like this, and if they know about the existing display options.Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFICATION TO THE SUBMITTAL 
REGISTER FORM NAVY4288.TXT


Delete the PARAGRAPH column from the submittal 
register.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-018


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY WITHDRAWN


SI Recommendation 


Feature already existsBoard Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


SI EDITOR REMOVE TAGS On the SI Editor toolbar, include the capability to add or 
delete change tags.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-019


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY WITHDRAWN


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


REPORT HEADERS Add the Job/Master name and date/time to a line on the 
.rpt file


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-020


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY WITHDRAWN


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFICATION TO SUBMITTAL 
VERIFICATION REPORT TO EXCLUDE 
01300


Automatically delete any unused references in section 
01300.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-021


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY WITHDRAWN


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFICATION TO THE MTOC AND 
MASTER INDEX FILES


Add Preparing Activity column to the SHELF.DOC file 
and SCOPE.DOC file.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-023


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFY GLOBAL "REMOVE CHANGE 
NOTICE TAGS"  IN SI EXPLORER


Add English, Metric, Change Notice, Text, etc to the 
global Remove Tags options.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


CHERYL FITZ-SIMON


03-024


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


Deferred for further justificationBoard Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


MODIFY TEMPLATES Remove or Disable the button from the Add Sections \ 
Templates Tab for Jobs


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


MARTHA MULLER


03-025


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments
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Status of Change Request (CR) From 07/23/2003 Meeting
REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


AUTOMATIC ADJUSTMENT OF 
SECTION REFERENCES


Create a program that would automatically update the 
sections references


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-026


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY DEFERRED


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


PARAGRAPH NUMBERS ON THE 
SUBMITTAL REGISTER


Modify requirements for the Submittal Register to list 
the paragraph number next to the Submittal Items only 
found in the Submittal Article.


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-027


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY WITHDRAWN


SI Recommendation 


Board Comments


REQUESTOREXPLANATION


Requirement Analysis


ACTION


ELIMINATE OR REVISE SUBMITTAL 
LIST


Eliminate the submittal list as it merely duplicates the 
text in 01330,  as an alternative, the list could list all 
submittals required in each section. 


CHANGE REQUEST DESCRIPTION


JIM QUINN


03-028


CONTROL #


Board Reviewed


07/23/2003


ARMY ACCEPTED


SI Recommendation 


Approved per SI recommendationsBoard Comments
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• Action Items
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SPECSINTACT Interagency Configuration,
Control and Coordinating Board Meeting


Action Items
N b 20 21 2002


 
Action Item 


 
Status 


   Date 
Complete 


November 20-21, 2002
Kennedy Space Center, FL 


Miguel Morales will petition JX to formally request from the NS-Board a 
plan for NASA to transition to UFGS. 


Completed – Emailed Bill Broydt, JX 
requesting a transition plan for NASA. 


11/26/02


   
Carl Kersten will send the SI development team a completed submittal 
register to use for documenting the help for the SASR. 


  


 
Cheryl Mansfield will document in a flyer for National Institute of 
Building Sciences (NIBS) to mail out with the next Construction Criteria 
Base (CCB) compact disc distribution. 


Completed – Developed a flyer for distribution 
with CCB disc 61 – 5,000 flyers were mailed 
to NIBS 


03/03 


   
The technical support staff will not support WordSpec users after 
October 2003


Completed - Document in Flyer and Post on 
web site under Software and FAQ


03/03 
October 2003. web site under Software and FAQ 
   
Jim Quinn and Carl Kersten will provide a link on their websites to the 
SpecsIntact web page about WordSpec 


Link from UFGS index to SpecsIntact web 
page about WordSpec has been made 
www.ccb.org/ufgs/ufgs.htm 


03/17/03 


   
Ji Whit h d ill th ft i t f b i Ji l t d l i f ft i t P ti lJim Whitehead will assess the software impact for renumbering 
itemized paragraphs.  A teleconference will be held to discuss and 
decide when this task will be incorporated into the software. 


Jim completed analysis of software impact.  
Could not coordinate teleconference 


Partial


Carl Kersten and Jim Quinn will be given the bracket reports to correct 
the section indicated on the report. 


Completed - Bracket report for the UFGS 
master shows no brackets missing 


03/17/03 
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SPECSINTACT Interagency Configuration,
Control and Coordinating Board Meeting


Action Items


 
 


Action Item 
 


Status 
Date 


Complete 
Carl Kersten will work with Maggie Muller to update Appendix B of the 
UFGS format standard.  He will send a draft to the UFGS Working 


Not Completed – On hold for when NASA 
joins UFGS


 
g


Group for review and approval.  He will send the final document to the 
coordinating panel to publish in January. 


j


   
Jim Quinn will provide the UFGS Section Template for  the SI 4.0 
release. 


Completed - Included in SI 4.0 Release 02/19/03 


 
Jim Quinn will globally remove the ++and ** from the UMRL before it is 
posted on the web site. 


Completed - UMRL used in the UFGSREF 
master will not have ++ and ** codes (to keep 
the codes out of guide specifications and 
project specifications); UMRL.pdf file put on 
the web will have the ++ and ** codes (to 
inform users regarding references which have 


03/17/03 


g g
incorrect RIDs or are obsolete, cancelled, out-
of-print or otherwise no longer valid). 


   
Miguel Morales is requesting Rick Dahnke to have all submittal 
discrepancies cleaned up for the April Construction Criteria Base (CCB) 
disc. 


Miguel emailed Rick Dahnke 
Will Discuss at July 03 Meeting 


 


   
Miguel Morales will request SGS to provide a proposal for InDyne to 
manage the UFGS database. 


Completed – SGS provided an estimate to 
Miguel Morales. 
Will Discuss at July 03 Meeting 


04/03 


   
Pat Robinson will distribute a separate list of the action items to all Distributed with the minutes 03/17/03
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MARKETINGMARKETING


• 2003 Infrastructure System Conference2003 Infrastructure System Conference 
(May 5-6)
– Compact discs (UFGS Master/Software)


B h f f 4 0– Brochure – features of 4.0
– Poster


• 2003 NASA Facilities Engineering and Real 
Estate Conference (May 27-30)


Compact discs (NASA Master/Software)– Compact discs (NASA Master/Software)
– Brochure – features of 4.0
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MARKETINGMARKETING


• NASA Configuration, Control and 
Coordinating (June 24-25, 2003)


Compact discs (NASA Master/Software)– Compact discs (NASA Master/Software)
– Brochure – features of 4.0


• SpecsIntact Configuration Control and 
Coordinating Board Meeting                   
(July 22-23, 2003)(July 22 23, 2003)
– Standard SpecsIntact Brochure
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2003 MILESTONES2003 MILESTONES


• First Quarter
– Released SI 4.0 Beta with new Editor
– Completed assessment of software impact for p p


renumbering itemized paragraphs


• Second Quarter
– Implemented Reference Wizard in the Editor as p


directed at the November meeting
“Biggest improvement in years” -- GMH Associates, Inc. 


– Released SI 4.0 with new Editor (March)
 New MS Word output functionality (ahead of schedule)
 Multiple Improvements to Reports
 Completed numerous change requests
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NASA


Transition Plan


to Join UFGS
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PLANPLAN


• NASA has agreed to transition to UFGS 
pending Memorandum of Under Standing 
(MOU)(MOU)


• After MOU has appropriate signatures –After MOU has appropriate signatures 
move all NASA Sections to UFGS
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PLANPLAN


• Gap analysis will be performed on unified 
sections to eliminate potential NASA 
duplicationsduplications


– 28 Potential duplicate sections compared to the 
t UFGScurrent UFGS 


– Targeted completion of 15  sections by 
September 30
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PLANPLAN


• Develop model section on Gypsum Board 
by September 19


• Complete rewrite of NASA sections - TBD


• Future - perform a rewrite of unique NASA 
sections (currently about 90 sections) into 
the appro ed modelthe approved model. 
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XML Compli n eXML Compli n eXML ComplianceXML Compliance


SpecsIntact Interagency ConfigurationSpecsIntact Interagency ConfigurationSpecsIntact Interagency Configuration SpecsIntact Interagency Configuration 
Control and Coordinating Board MeetingControl and Coordinating Board Meeting


July 22July 22 23 2003 Washington D C23 2003 Washington D CJuly 22July 22--23, 2003    Washington, D.C.23, 2003    Washington, D.C.







XML Compli n eXML Compli n eXML ComplianceXML Compliance
•• GoalsGoals
•• ApproachApproach•• ApproachApproach
•• Recommendations and ObservationsRecommendations and Observations
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Go lGo lGoalsGoals
•• Promote application tiePromote application tie--ins (CAD, cost ins (CAD, cost 


accounting)accounting)
•• Permit creation of SpecsIntact Sections Permit creation of SpecsIntact Sections 


by other applications (VA specifications by other applications (VA specifications by ot e app cat o s ( spec cat o sby ot e app cat o s ( spec cat o s
conversion)conversion)


•• Facilitate web publishingFacilitate web publishing•• Facilitate web publishingFacilitate web publishing
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Go lGo lGoalsGoals
•• Allow editing of SI documents with XML Allow editing of SI documents with XML 


enabled applications (WordPerfect 9, enabled applications (WordPerfect 9, 
Adobe Framemaker, MS Word 2003?)Adobe Framemaker, MS Word 2003?)


•• Satisfy persistent and growing user Satisfy persistent and growing user Sat s y pe s ste t a d g o g useSat s y pe s ste t a d g o g use
demanddemand


•• Encourage uses not yet envisionedEncourage uses not yet envisioned•• Encourage uses not yet envisionedEncourage uses not yet envisioned
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App o hApp o hApproachApproach
•• Develop and publish a schema to define Develop and publish a schema to define 


valid SI XML document mark upvalid SI XML document mark up
•• Generate and use wellGenerate and use well--formed and valid formed and valid 


XML SpecsIntact SectionsXML SpecsIntact SectionsSpecs tact Sect o sSpecs tact Sect o s
•• Develop and publish a style sheetDevelop and publish a style sheet
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App o hApp o hApproachApproach
•• Develop and publish a schema to define Develop and publish a schema to define 


valid SI XML document mark upvalid SI XML document mark up
– Ensures that other applications can write valid 


SpecsIntact documents (conversion to SI format)
M j t t d lt ti XML diti t l– Major step toward alternative XML editing tools 


– Promotes data reuse by other applications
– Automated conversion programs may be required– Automated conversion programs may be required 


until SpecsIntact is fully XML enabled (VA Specs)
– 2-4 months of effort
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App o hApp o hApproachApproach
•• Generate and use wellGenerate and use well--formed and valid formed and valid 


XML SpecsIntact SectionsXML SpecsIntact Sections
– Allows SpecsIntact Sections to be read (but not 


necessarily written) by XML applications
P t ti i ith th li ti– Promotes tie-ins with other applications


– Facilitates web publishing
– Permits use of XML Development Tools (MS Net)– Permits use of XML Development Tools (MS .Net)
– Until this step is completed, XML Sections 


generated by other applications will require some 
automated conversion
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App o hApp o hApproachApproach
•• Generate and use wellGenerate and use well--formed and valid formed and valid 


XML SpecsIntact SectionsXML SpecsIntact Sections
– Support current SI SGML format for years
– Document and software changes (transparent):


• Properly nest all tags
• Add new XML Prologue
• Change entities: <&AST> -> &AST;g
• Quote tag attributes: <TAI OPT=BRICK> -> ="BRICK"
• Add closing / to empty tags: <MTA ...> -> <MTA .../>
• Handle line breaks and spaces• Handle line breaks and spaces


– 6 months of effort
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App o hApp o hApproachApproach
•• Develop and publish a style sheetDevelop and publish a style sheet


– Ensure that SI documents look correct when 
edited by other applications 


– Enhance web publishing presentation
2 4 months of effort– 2-4 months of effort
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Recommendations and Recommendations and 
ObservationsObservations


•• Unanticipated benefits likelyUnanticipated benefits likelyp yp y
– VA Spec conversion
– Other applications will follow


•• Implement XML compliance in phases Implement XML compliance in phases 
– Each stage produces additional benefits
– Latter stages could be deferred
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Q e tion ?Q e tion ?Questions?Questions?
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